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relationship between throw weight and costs. Furthermore 
we cannot generalize from our cost estimates of the SS-X-16, 
SS-17, SS-18, and SS-19 to state that the relationship between 
their costs and throw weights will hold for any group of 
missiles. Although an I CBM missile, twice the size of another 
would probably be the more costly, we cannot say without 
detailed information, what the difference in cost might be. 

4. In addition, while the dollar cost estimates of 
Soviet programs reflect the cost of procuring and maintaining 
those programs in the US, they do not reflect the Soyiet view 
of the effort. Intuitively, one would expect a ranking of 
ICBMs by cost to be similar in both dollars and rubles. We 
cannot, however, say that the Soviet Union would choose a 
particular mix of ICBMs based on the ranking of our cost 
estimates in either dollars or rubles. The estimates are not 
that precise and we have no firm evidence on the role economics 
plays in the choice of which ICBMs the Soviet Union will 
deploy. Technical feasibility and service needs must certainly 
be major considerations. 

5. Finally, we caution you to avoid comparisons between 
cost estimates and capabilities. Equal dollar values for 
different weapon systems do not necessarily imply equal con- 
tributions to military capabilities. Technical and force 
related information must be considered for such judgements. 


25X1A 




P?! & - 

V » « 



:.LL.U 


Approved ray;«Rete!a^e;.2e04/42/p5^CIA.-RDI?^6TQ06Q,8 | R0^07001 10014-9 

J< Vi ' [ ’’ \ , 7 ' i ‘ 




-, —Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP86T00608R0007001 10014-9 


ppunppppi 


.ATTACHMENT 1 


Q£f : rrf 

^ u h * * — -,'* n c 

w n&ya 
f.V 


”1 7j 

1 i! 


i -' - • 


Estimated Dollar Costs of Soviet ICBMs 
E (In million 1973 dollars) 


P^ocuremgnt Q MjtsVMj^sil^ 

System 

SS-X-1C 
SS-17 
SS-18 
SS-19 

T^ a o-i Titles Con ve rs j-°E 

SS-9 to SS-18 
SS-11 to SS-19 

Annual Operation and Maintenance 
Co sts/La un chct_ 

SS-18 
SS-19 


Throw Weight 


2.0 

5.5 

15.0 

7.0 


Cumulative 
Average Cost 

3 

5 
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♦Excluding Nuclear Warhead Costs 
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